Robertson on Effects of Carious Teeth.
[Oct.
if I may, to call forth some remarks, bv the gentlemen of this society, upon a subject, which, although for some years past, I am aware has received a great deal of attention by many of our best dentists, and perhaps by all the members of this society, still seems to me to be deserving of far more attention than even now is usually given to it, as I believe, by dentists; and especially, by the medical profession ; because I know that it is not an uncommon thing for patients who are suffering from irritable lungs, from "nervousness," from marasmus, or from other debility, to be recommended to the country for change of air? for purer air;?when they take with them?are allowed to take with them?a perfect cesspool of filth, containing matter both animal and vegetable, constantly fermenting and decomposing, and emitting nauseous gases, sufficient to contaminate all the air about them, (unlesss it be to their windward in a gale,) and through which all the air they breathe must pass. Because, I have frequent occasion to know that patients are often treated, by medication, for dyspepsia, for bronchitis and for phthisis pulmonalis, when the commencement of the alimentary canal, and of the trachea, is in a state of constant inflammation or irritation from the effect of diseased and decomposing teeth; the whole nervous system disturbed by the same cause ; and every particle of food taken into their stomachs, and every breath of air taken into their lungs, vitiated examine the condition of the mouths, and particularly the teeth of their patients, they will there find a far more fruitful source of disease, and of its development, than very many of them, at least suppose.
It may be said that these remarks are calculated for physicians?for general practitioners?rather than for dentists. Be it so. I would speak to them on this subject. And I know of no place, from whence I can speak to them with more effect, or with better prospect of being heard, than in and through this Society. But if they?our elder brothers?overlook or disregard this subject, it is the more important that we, in our hum-9* bier sphere, should pay the more attention to it; that, although we may not be called upon to treat the diseases of which they are the cause, we may do, and be fully prepared to do, all in our power to prevent their occurrence.
